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Verb+ ing forms and infinitives
Some verbs are followed by an -ing form. The -ing form often describes an activity :

 We enjoyed seeing you last week.   I miss going to the beach every day.
 Some verbs are followed by a to-infinitive. The to-infinitive often describes an intention or a future event:
 / hope to see you soon.   They promised not to tell her.
Some verbs can be followed by either an -ing form or a to-infinitive with no change in meaning: 
We prefer travelling/to travel by train.   The baby started crying/to cry.
Sometimes there is a difference in meaning between like + -ing and like + to-
infinitive: 
/ like swimming. (This is something I enjoy doing.)   / like to finish all the boring jobs first and then focus on more creative work. (I don't (necessarily) like the boring jobs but I prefer to do them first.)
 

 Some verbs can be followed by an -ing form or a fo-infinitive with a change in meaning. 
Compare:
	The car needs washing. (= Someone needs to wash the car.)
	He needs to get up early (= It's necessary for him to get up early.)

	I regret upsetting her. (= I'm sorry that I upset her.)
	I regret to inform you that you didn't get the post. (= I'm sorry but I have to tell you that you didn't get the post.)

	I remember speaking to her last night. (= I remember that 1 spoke to her.)
	I remembered to speak to her. (= I remembered and then I spoke to her.)

	We stopped talking when she came in. (= We were talking but when she came in, we stopped talking.)
	We stopped to have a cup of tea. (= We stopped what we were doing in order to have a cup of tea.)

	We tried living in the United States for a while but we didn't like it. (= We lived in the United States for a while to see if we would like it but we didn't.)
	They try to exercise every day. (= They make an effort to exercise every day.)

	He went on working until he was in his seventies. (= He didn't stop working until he was in his seventies.)
	After her studies she went on to become a successful surgeon. (= She became a successful surgeon after she had finished her studies.)


Would like, would prefer and would love are always followed by a to-infinitive, not an -ing form: 
I'd prefer to travel by train. (Not I'd prefer travelling by train.)
We use the infinitive without to after:

· modal verbs:
    / must go.   You shouldn't tell him.
·  had better and would rather. 
     We'd better go.  I'd rather stay here.
· Let's and Why not... ?: 
    Let's have something to eat.
See more 

Verbs followed by -ing form
	admit
	can't help
	deny
	fancy
	hate
	miss
	recommend

	adore
	can't stand
	detest
	feel like
	imagine
	postpone
	resent

	avoid
	carry on
	dislike
	finish
	keep
	practise
	risk

	can't bear
	consider
	dread
	give up
	mention
	put off
	suggest

	can't face
	delay
	enjoy
	go on
	mind
	recall
	


Verbs followed by to-infinitive
	agree
	choose
	help
	mean
	pretend
	want

	arrange
	decide
	hope
	need
	promise
	would hate

	ask
	expect
	intend
	offer
	refuse
	would like

	can't afford
	fail
	learn
	plan
	tend
	would love

	can't wait
	forget
	manage
	prepare
	try
	would prefer


 Verbs followed by -ing form or fo-infinitive
(a) With no change in meaning                      (b) With a change in meaning

begin       continue     prefer                                     forget     like        regret stop

bother     love             start                                        go on      mean     remember     try

Verb + object + -ing form or infinitive?

verb + object + to-infinitive

· Some verbs must be followed by an object before the to-infinitive:
     Water came into the boat and caused it to sink.   They forced him to tell them the secret
· Some verbs can be followed by an object before the to-infinitive, or an -ing form with no object: 
      They don't allow visitors to park their cars here.   They don't allow parking here.
Some verbs can be followed by an object, depending on the meaning of the sentence. 
Compare: / expect to be on time. (= I expect that I will be on time.) / expect you to be on time. (= 1 expect that you will be on time.)

verb + object + infinitive without to

    Make and let are followed by object + infinitive without to: 
   You can't make me tell you - it's a secret!  Some people let their children do whatever they like.

  Help is followed by object + infinitive with or without to:
 / helped her (to) carry her cases.

verb + object + -ing form

•
Some verbs are followed by object + -ing form: / caught him looking in my desk. I couldn't stop her biting her nails.

see, hear, watch, etc.

•
Verbs of perception (e.g. see, notice, look at, watch, hear, listen to, feel, smell) can be followed by object + -ing form, or infinitive without to. 
Compare:

I  watched him play football. (= I watched him during the whole game.)

I  watched him playing football. (= I watched him for a period of time while the game was in progress.)

The -ing form is more common. The difference in meaning between the two forms is often small:
 / can hear the birds sing/singing in the mornings.

Verbs followed by object + fo-infinitive
(a) Verbs that need an object before the fo-infinitive

advise      cause force invite  allow       encourage      get order      persuade remind   teach  tell
(b) Verbs that can have an object before the to-infinitive

Ask, help, want, would like,      would prefer,  expect,     need,   would hate,     would love
Other uses of infinitives

adjective + to-infinitive

We can use the to-infinitive:

· with adjectives such as (un)able, certain, determined, keen, (un)likely, ready, sure and (un)willing. The infinitive often refers to a future event: 
They aren't willing to do it. She's determined to win. It's certain to rain tomorrow. He's sure to be late again.

· with adjectives such as afraid, amazed, ashamed, delighted, disappointed, glad, happy, sad, sorry and surprised, to describe feelings: 
I'm pleased to meet you. We were sorry to hear your news.
· with adjectives such as careless, good, kind, nice and wrong, to express an opinion or make a judgment. We can also use it + be + adjective (+ of someone) + to-infinitive: 
She was wrong to do that.   It was wrong {of her) to do that.
· after adjectives such as difficult, easy, exciting, expensive, fun, hard, impossible and interesting, to describe an action or activity. We can also use it + be + adjective (+ for someone) + to-infinitive: 
· This language is easy to learn.   It's easy to learn this language.   The article is impossible to understand.   It's impossible for us to understand the article.

noun/pronoun + to-infinitive

We can use the to-infinitive:

· to refer to an event in the future. The pattern is noun + be + to-infinitive:
 My ambition is to be a doctor.   His first thought was to ring us.

· with nouns such as attempt, chance, decision, desire, effort, intention, opportunity, plan and time, to complete their meaning:
 / finally made a decision to leave my job.
· to give more information about a noun: 
Let's find a place to eat. (= Let's find a place where we can eat.) We had a long journey to make. (= We had a long journey that we had to make.)

· with something, anything, somewhere, etc.:
 Is there anywhere (for us) to sit down? There's nothing to do in this place.
· with the/first/second/last/only/best, etc.:
She was the only person to succeed. (= She was the only person who succeeded.)   It was their first attempt to climb Mount Everest.
· to describe purpose. The pattern is for + noun + to-infinitive:
 / left the window open for the cat to get out. (= so that the cat could get out)
Other uses of -ing forms

We can use -ing forms:

· as the subject of a sentence, sometimes after an adjective:
Smoking is bad for you. Regular swimming is good for you.
· as the complement of be: 
His favourite activity is watching television and mine is going to the gym.
· as uncountable nouns, often after a determiner (e.g. a, the, this, a lot of) + adjective. The -ing form may be followed by of: 
I was woken up by the ringing of the doorbell. This constant arguing has got to stop!
· after go to mean that we do an activity, often a sport: 
We went swimming yesterday. She goes skiing every winter.   They've gone shopping.
· after expressions with can't: can't bear, can't face, can't help, can't stand, can't stop:
 I can't face doing the washing up - let's leave it until the morning. They couldn't stand not knowing the truth.
· after for to describe purpose: 
It's a knife for cutting bread.
· after some adjectives to talk about an activity in progress: 
We're busy decorating the flat.   It's nice not being at work.
· after some nouns: 
Sometimes she has difficulty saying 'no' to people.   I'm having trouble checking my e-mails.
· after spend/waste + period of time: 
We spent many weeks studying.
· in some expressions: 
it's no good/use, there's no point (in), it's worth, it's a waste of time: It's no good/use complaining - you have to take the test again. There's no point (in) trying to change his mind.   The film is worth seeing.
doing, (to) do, being done, (to) be done, etc.

	-ing form

	doing
	I hate asking people their age.

	passive -ing form

	being done
	I hate being asked my age.

	perfect -ing form

	having done
	I'm proud of having completed the race.

	perfect passive -ing 
form

	having been done
	I disliked having been ignored. (= I was

ignored and I disliked it.)

	Infinitive

	(to) do
	I want to invite them to the party.

	passive infinitive

	(to) be done
	I want to be invited to the party.

	perfect infinitive

	(to) have done
	I'd like to have invited all of my friends to the party but I couldn't.

	perfect passive infinitive

	(to) have been done
	I'd love to have been invited to the party but I wasn't.

	continuous infinitive

	(to) be doing
	Beth's health seems to be improving.


The perfect -ing form and the perfect passive -ing form are very formal and we avoid them. We use the -ing form and passive -ing form instead: / regret telling/having told him the truth.   They enjoyed being taken/having been taken to the park.







