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     My parents are too strict! This is common saying among teenagers. Although students don't realize it at the time, the stricter their parents are, the better their children are in the long run. This is true because strict parents raise children who have good manners, are respectful and have good study habits.
    One thing that children learn from strict parents is good manners. My parents were very strict with me. they insisted that I use my silverware correctly, that I never speak with food in my mouth. I know that I make a good impression when I am with people and I feel very comfortable knowing that good manners are an integral part of me.

   Strict parents tend to teach and enforce good study habits. My parents made me study from seven to nine on Sunday through Thursday nights. As a result, now that I am in college and independent I tend to follow the same study pattern. In addition, my parents never allowed me to study with the radio or television on. At the time I thought these rules were ridiculous, but now I recognize the wisdom of my parents.

   My parents also taught me to be respectful. The golden rule  "do unto  others as you would want them do unto you."was emphasized at my house. I always stand to give my seat to an older person. I address them with a title Miss, Mr. or Mrs. I am comfortable putting my hand out to shake hands to greet people and I have learned through the years always to be polite. Now that I am older, I appreciate the effort my parents made to teach me good manners.

  In the 1980s children have become more independent and knowledgeable from watching television and being exposed to many things. But exposure and knowledge of information are no substitute for rules and regulations that parents set for making children pleasant, respectful and contributing members of society.

(1) Every time I see a beer bottle I feel grateful. This is nothing to do with beer. The sight reminds me of the year I spent inspecting bottles of brewery. That was the most boring and painful job I've ever had, but it motivated me to change my life.

(2) My job cosisted of sitting on a stool and watching empty bottles pass by. A glaring light behind the conveyor belt helped me to spot cracked bottles or bottles with something extra - a dead grasshopper, for example, or a mouse foot. I was supposed to grab such bottles with my hooked cane and break them before they went into the washer. For eight or nine hours a day that was all I did. I got dizzy and sore in the eyes. I longed to fall asleep. I prayed that the conveyor would break down so the bottles would stop.

(3) After a while, to put some excitement into the job, I began inventing little games. I would count the number of minutes that passed before a broken bottle would come by, and I would compete against my own past record. Or I would see how many broken bottles I could spot in one minute. Once, I organized a contest for all the bottle watchers with a prize for the best dead insect or animal found in a bottle - anything to break the monotony of the job.

(4) After six month at the brewery, I began to think hard about my goals for the future. Did I want to spend the rest of my life looking in beer bottles? I realized that I wanted a job I could believe in. I wanted to use my mind for better things than planning contests for bleary-eyed bottle watchers. I knew I had to hand in my hook and go back to school.

(5) Today I feel grateful to that terrible job because it motivated me to attend college.

Today I feel grateful to that terrible job because it motivated me to attend college.
1. Underline the theses statement in the essay above.

2.What is the topic sentence of paragraph 2? __________________________________________________________

What is the topic sentence of paragraph 3? 

__________________________________________________________

What is the topic sentence of paragraph 4? 

___________________________________________________________

3. Does every paragraph in the body support the thesis sentence?

___________________________________________________________

